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SBIR is the most important source of early 
stage R&D funding in America.

About $2.7 Billion in funding projected for FY-
2009

Over $27 Billion Awarded to Date

More than 18,000 SBIR Firms

Almost 69,000 Patents

What is SBIR?



SBIR Reauthorization

SBIR Responsibility & Oversight

Å Senate Committee on Small Business and 

Entrepreneurship 

Å House Small Business Committee 

Å House Science and Technology Committee

Å Small Business Administration (SBA)



Status of SBIR

Å Operating under a CR that expires July 31, 2009

Å House Passed H.R. 2965 

Å Senate Passed S.1233 ïThen H.R. 2965 with 

amendments

Å H.R. 2965 is now in conference (between House and 

Senate)

Å Compromise is hopeful, but another CR is waiting in 

the wings



Major Differences - House

Å Size Standard Revision - VC Eligibility  

Å Award Size - $250k / $2m (Jumbo Awards)

Å Direct Access to Phase II

Å No anti-Earmarking Clause

Å 2 Year Authorization 

Å Admin Money for Agencies & Outreach

Å Award Preference ï(i.e., rural, veteran, NASA shutdowns) 

Å Faster Award Turnarounds

Å Eliminate SBA Chief Council for Advocacy (SBIR/STTR 

only)

Å Add Medical Topics as a Priority 



Major Differences - Senate

Å VC Eligibility Compromise ï18% NIH, 8% all others

Å Award Size - $150k / $1m- NTE 50% above

Å Raise in SBIR Cap from 2.5% to 3.5% (fy-11 to fy-20)

Å Raise in STTR Cap from .3% to .6% (fy-11 to fy-20)

Å Phase I Required

Å No Earmarking of SBIR Award $$$

Å 8 Year Authorization 

Å Merit Based Awards (i.e., no preferences) 

Å Elimination of Phase II Invitations  

Å Allows Partnering with Federal Laboratories



Status of SBIR

ARRA

The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act of 2009

AKA ïStimulus Bill

www.recovery.gov



What You Can Do

Å Let your federal, state and local governments know 

about the value of the program to your business.

Å Consider working with industry trade groups to 

demonstrate a ñcollective allianceò for program 

reauthorization, i.e. the Small Business Technology 

Council (SBTC) ïwww.sbtc.org 

Å Read the ñSBIR Insiderò to get the latest information 

on the program and reauthorization efforts.  



Taiwan SBIR



Netherlands SBIR



SBIR Obstacles ïToo Complicated

SBIR Novices

ÅPerhaps at Firstééé

ÅBiggest Obstacle: The Unknowné..

Lets look at describing the procedure for driving a stick 

shift automobile.



Anatomy of an SBIR Success
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