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Mission
To remove barriers to innovation allowing 

companies to accelerate their growth

Impact
Leverages state funding 15:1

More than $600M invested into companies

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΩǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ-based 
economic development org

Created in 1983

17 staff 

$5M budget (approx); half from state

John M. Fluke Sr. Hall

About WTC



Accessing Innovation

Technology Access

ÅUniversities

ÅFederal laboratories

ÅNon-profit laboratories

ÅOther companies

Intermediaries

ωTechnology transfer officers

ωState organizations

ωEntrepreneur groups

ωInvestment groups



Support Programs

Technology Access
ÅResearch & Technology Development (WTC)

ÅTechnology Assistance Program (PNNL)

ÅEntrepreneur-in-Residence (universities)

Processes/Manufacturing
ω NIST/Manufacturing Extension

Funding
ω Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR)

ω Technology Innovation Program (NIST)

ω Federal agency research programs

ω Technology Growth Fund (Sirti)



SAMPLE TECHNOLOGIES

Pacific Northwest Defense Symposium



EnerG2

Improve the performance and 
ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΩǎ 
proprietary carbon-based material.

Location: Seattle, WA

Employs:  3

Research partner:  Prof. Cao,       
UW Materials Science and 
Engineering Dept.



3-Tier Systems

Project to advance the modeling and 
mathematics to improve weather 
forecasting for renewable energy 
production.

Location: Seattle, WA

Employs:  30 (8 in 2003)

Research partner:  Prof. Wood, UW Civil and 
Environmental Engineering



nLight Photonics

Project to design semiconductor laser 
diode for reduced operating 
temperature.

Location: Vancouver, WA

Employs:  223 (100 in 2005)

Research partner:  Prof. Jokar, WSU 
Vancouver, Electrical Engineering & 
Computer Science Dept.



Insitu, Inc.

Project to develop autonomous 
guidance and control system for 
unmanned aerial vehicles.

Location: Bingen, WA

Employs:  375 (24 in 2004)

Research partner:  Prof Rysdyk, UW 
Aeronautics and Astronautics Dept.



TechLink Overview

Started as a NASA-funded regional technology 

transfer center at Montana State University in 1996

First DoD appropriation in 1999; graduated to DoD

budget in FY 2004

Has brokered more than 720 technology transfer 

agreements with industryéinvolving over 80 

different DoD labs and all ten NASA centers

Brokers around half of all licensing agreements 

between DoD and US industry nationwide

Generates a 4:1 ROI to DoD from its technology 

transfer activities



Key Activities 

Broker licensing agreements between DoD labs and 

industry 

Broker cooperative R&D agreements between DoD

labs and companies 

Provide manufacturing assistance to companies 

commercializing DoD technology 

Help small companies to secure R&D funding to 

develop innovative technology for DoD



Safer welding cart

Examples of 

TechLink Projects

Pathogen sensor for food 

safety

Miniature laser used in various DoD 

weapon systems

Miniature low-cost water 

quality sensor

License from Naval 

Research Lab to 

goodXense, Inc.

Edison, NJ

License from Army 

Night Vision to 

Scientific Materials

Bozeman, MT

License from Naval 

Research Lab to 

Hanson Technologies 

Carlisle, PA

License from Air Force to 

Spika Welding and 

Manufacturing

Lewistown, MT
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TECHLINK and MILTECH PROJECTS

States in which TechLink has helped companies to license DoD-

developed technology or has provided manufacturing assistance to 

transition innovative new technology to DoD

TechLink

Licensing

Manufacturing 
Assistance



Thank You

Dr. Lee Cheatham

Executive Director

Washington Technology Center

cheatham@watechcenter.org

www.watechcenter.org John M. Fluke Sr. Hall


